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City of Wharton
Wharton County, Texas

The  m aps and docum e nts include d in this planning study are  to be  use d for 
com pre he nsive  planning purpose s only as re fe re nce  m ate rial provide d for 
laype rsons, whe the r the y are  public officials or m e m be rs of the  ge ne ral public. 
Re com m e ndations for infrastructure  im prove m e nts in this study, which are  
de rive d from  e ngine e ring studie s, or proje ct cost e stim ate s pre pare d by 
an e ngine e r, are  cite d as such. U nde r no circum stance s should m ate rial 
containe d within this study re garding im prove m e nts to the  City’s infrastructure
be  construe d as a de taile d e ngine e ring plan,spe cification, e ngine e ring de sign, 
or any othe r type  of docum e nt inte nde d for the  purpose  of spe cific public 
work construction. The  m unicipality and/or gove rning age ncy is re sponsible  
for obtaining the  se rvice s of a lice nse d profe ssional e ngine e r to pe rform  
e ngine e ring de sign se rvice s for the  construction of public works proje cts 
as re quire d by The  Te x as Engine e ring Practice  Act.
The  lot, right-of-way, corporate  and e x trate rritorial jurisdiction boundarie s 
de picte d on the se  m aps w e re  de rive d from  re adily available  inform ation such 
as e x isting corporate  m aps, Ce nsus m aps, or plat m aps from  the  County 
Cle rk or Appraisal District and are  re pre se ntational in nature . Locations and 
characte rizations of infrastructure , facilitie s, and structure s de picte d on the se  
m aps are  approx im ate . The  City and GrantWorks, Inc. do not inte nd to 
e stablish or confirm  true  and le gal boundarie s or e x act locations of physical 
obje cts with the se  m aps and do not warrant or approve  the  use  of the se  m aps 
for any purpose  othe r than ge ne ral re fe re nce  and inform ation. 

Disclaimer

GrantWorks, Inc.
2201 Northland Drive,  Austin, TX  78756

Phone (512) 420-0303   Fax (512) 420-0302 
FINANCED THROUGH THE TEXAS DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE.
Preparation of this document was financed through provisions of a 
Texas Community Development Block Grant from the U.S. Department 
of Housing and Urban Development. 
This illustration was created using the best available data. Subsequent 
additions, edits, & georectification performed by Grantworks, Inc. Wharton County, Texas
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CBD W IDE Upda te W h a rton's “b ra nd’ a nd use it in City pub lic a tions, sig na g e, downtown a m enities, a nd web sites. 
S elect a  na rrow focus for th e b ra nd. X City, Ch a m b er Volunteers, a ppointed 

com m ittee, students GEN, Loc a l

CBD W IDE Develop a  pa ttern b ook or desig n g uideline b ook th a t owners c a n use wh en renova ting  b uilding s. Pla c e on 
County a nd City web sites for referenc e X EDC, City Volunteers GEN, EDC, THC

CBD W IDE Esta b lish  a  Business Im provem ent District to fund projects with in th e CBD X X City $500 (leg a l fees for review) GEN
CBD W IDE Crea te h istoric b uilding  a nd m ura l tour X X City, Ch a m b er, W HC Sta ff, volunteer GEN, Loc a l, W HC
CBD W IDE Adopt Downtown District Ordina nc e to a dd b uilding  h eig h ts, m a xim um  b uilding  setb a c ks, tra nspa rency 

requirem ents to increa se th e a esth etic a ppea l of th e a rea s outside of th e centra l CBD X City $500 (leg a l fees for review) GEN
CBD W IDE Consider a dopting  a  Historic Preserva tion Ordina nc e X X City $500 (leg a l fees for review) GEN

CBD W IDE Adopt a  Future La nd Use Ma p/Pla n th a t enc oura g es infill developm ent X City Sta ff GEN
CBD W IDE Adopt a  Downtown Zoning  District/Overla y to reg ula te uses in th e CBD X x City $500 (leg a l fees for review) GEN
CBD W IDE Enc oura g e priva te infill developm ent a t selected sites th roug h  c oordina tion with  property owners a nd 

m a rketing  to potentia l developers X X X City, EDC Sta ff GEN, EDC
CBD W IDE Consider h a ving  EDC purc h a se lots from  owners a nd reselling  th em  th roug h  RFP process X X X City, EDC ~$45,000/a cre EDC, GEN

CBD W IDE Esta b lish  revolving  loa n prog ra m  to fund b uilding  restora tion X X City, EDC Va ria b le EDC, GEN
CBD W IDE Adopt h istoric renova tion b uilding  c ode for h istoric CBD properties X City $500 (leg a l fees for review) GEN
CBD W IDE Increa se funding  for Business Restora tion Prog ra m X X X City, EDC ~$100,000 EDC, GEN

1 Adopt a  Riverfront Com m erc ia l Zoning  District/Overla y to reg ula te uses nea r th e Colora do River X X City $500 (leg a l fees for review) GEN
2 Purc h a se a nd rem ove sing le-fa m ily h om e a nd b uild pedestria n m a ll c onnecting  Monterrey Squa re a nd 

Riverfront Pa rk X X City, EDC Va ria b le GEN, EDC, Loc a l
3 Im prove Riverfront Pa rk, inc luding  rem ova l of inva sive pla nts a nd tree pla nting X X X City, EDC $200,000+ GEN, EDC, TPW D

4 Construct b ike la ne from  S a nta  Fe Tra il to Riverfront Pa rk X City ~$50,000 GEN, EDC, SRTS, TxDOT
5 Com plete sidewa lk network th roug h out CBD X X X City, EDC 333000 GEN, EDC, THC, TxDOT

CBD W IDE Appoint a  centra l com m ittee a nd sub c om m ittees to h elp coordina te efforts a nd im plem ent prog ra m s X City Sta ff S ta ff
Sources: GEN = Municipal Funds, EDC = Wharton Economic Development Corporation, Local = doneations of time/money/goods from private citizens, charitable organizations, and local businesses, SRTS = Safe Routes to School, Staff = Staff time, THC = Texas Historical Commission, 

TPWD = Texas Parks and Wildlife Department grants, TxDOT = Texas Department of Transportation Statewide Transportation Enhancement Grants, WHC = Wharton Historical Commission

Goals & Objectives Activity Year(s) Lead Organization Cost Estimate Funding SourcesMAP ID

Goal 12.4 Connect Monterrey Square and Riverfront Park; develop Elm Street commercial district

Goal 12.5 Improve CBD experience by investing in bicycle and pedestrian amenities

Goal 12.6 Coordinate and organize funding and community efforts

Goal 12.1 Leverage the CBD’s historical buildings and character to project a unique image

Goal 12.2 Increase residential density within CBD 

Goal 12.3 Occupy historic buildings in CBD 


